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FOR RACKETEERI NG AND TWO ATTEMPTED MJRDERS

JAMVES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced the arrest and
i ndi ctment today of M CHAEL ZANFARDI NO, a/k/a “Hi ppy,” for
racketeering crinmes commtted in furtherance of the Genovese
Crinme Family of La Cosa Nostra, including two attenpted nurders
in the Mrris Park Section of the Bronx, New YorKk.

A seven-count |ndictnment unseal ed today in Manhattan
federal court charges ZANFARDI NO, 34, with participating in the
affairs of the Genovese Family racketeering enterprise through a
pattern of racketeering activity, in violation of the R CO
statute. The racketeering activity alleged in the Indictnent
i ncl udes the 1995 shooting of Darin Mazzarella and the 1990
shooting of another victim Both shooting victinms survived. The
charged racketeering activity also includes the extortion and
attenpted extortion of two Bronx nightclubs, in 1998 and 2000,

respectively. 1In addition, the Indictnment charges ZANFARDI NO
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with using and carrying a firearmin connection with one of the
extortions.

The Indictnent and today’ s arrest represent the
culmnation of a four-year Gand Jury investigation into
ZANFARDI NO s racketeering activity, and in particular into the
shooting of Mazzarella. |In recent years, ZANFARDI NO s all eged
shooting of Mazzarella has been the subject matter of two jury
trials in Manhattan federal court, although the crinme has not
been charged federally until today.

According to the evidence in those trials, ZANFARDI NO
shot Mazzarella nine tines at point-blank range as a result of a
di spute between two rival factions of organized crinme — on the
one side, ZANFARDI NO and an associate affiliated with the
Genovese Crine Family, and on the other side, Mazzarella and his
associ ates, nenbers of the “Tangl ewood Boys,” who were affiliated
with the Luchese Crime Famly. Hours after the shooting, one of
Mazzarella s cl ose associates, John Petrucelli, stabbed and
killed a 17-year-old naned Paul G cero in revenge, the evidence
at the recent trials showed.

At one of those trials, before United States District
Judge THOVAS P. GRIESA | ast Cctober and Novenber, Petrucelli was
convicted of nurdering Cicero in furtherance of the Tangl ewood
Boys. Mazzarella, who in 1997 becane a Governnent cooperating

witness and testified against Petrucelli at the trial, was also a
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menber of the Tangl ewood Boys. Petrucelli was sentenced on
February 7, 2003, to life in prison for the C cero nurder.

At the other trial, before United States District Judge
PETER K. LEI SURE in June of 2001, a witness who testified before
the Gand Jury that was investigating the G cero nurder was
convicted of perjury in connection with his false testinony. The
w tness, O ark Schw eger, was sentenced to 5 years’ inprisonnment.

| f convicted of the RI CO charges unseal ed t oday,
ZANFARDI NO faces a maxi num sentence of life in prison; on each of
4 extortion charges (2 conspiracy, 2 substantive), he faces a
maxi mum sent ence of 20-years’ inprisonnent; and on the charge of
using and carrying a firearmin connection with extortion, he
faces a mandatory sentence of 7 years’ inprisonnment, which nust
run consecutively -- that is, not overlap -- with any sentence
that may be inposed on the other counts in the Indictnent.

Prior to his arrest, ZANFARDI NO resided in Queens, New
Yor k.

The defendant is scheduled to be presented before
United States District Judge GEORGE B. DAN ELS | ater today.

M. Coney praised the efforts of the Federal Bureau of
| nvestigation and the New York City Police Departnment in this

case.
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M. COMEY al so thanked the Westchester County District
Attorney’s Ofice and the Bronx County District Attorney’'s Ofice
for their assistance during the investigation.

Assi stant United States Attorney DAVID RASKIN is in
charge of the prosecution.

The charges in the Indictnment are nmerely accusations,
and the defendant is presuned innocent unless and until proven
guilty.
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